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This is not about sex or fun or boys
will be boys. This is about marines de-
liberately trying to degrade, humiliate,
and threaten fellow marines. They en-
couraged stalking, distributed stolen
intimate photos, and reduced their
comrades to a collection of body parts.

Well, I am here to say that women
marines will not be treated like sides
of beef. They are warriors and should
be treated as such.

As one female marine who recently
completed the once male-only infantry
training said: ‘“‘Right now I'm supposed
to be able to trust every male marine.
And with some of the stuff I see them
saying about women, that’s just not
happening.”’

This cultural rot, which has clearly
regressed even further since 2013,
harms our troops and our readiness. It
is abundantly clear that this is not a
few bad marines; rather, it is another
example of a culture of rot. It is a
blight that infects not just the ranks of
the enlisted, but also the officer corps.

Military leadership has utterly failed
in their responsibility to protect their
troops, punish those involved, and up-
hold the professed values of the Corps.
That is why the survivors of this latest
atrocity did not have the confidence to
notify their superiors, for fear of ret-
ribution. It took a marine veteran and
blogger to blow the whistle, and for
that, he has been threatened with
death and his wife has been threatened
with rape.

Back in 2013, then-Commandant Gen-
eral Amos wrote to me saying, ‘“We
share your indignation,” regarding de-
plorable images on social media that
denigrate women in the United States
Marine Corps. They were words—just
words. I fear that military leadership
will say anything to placate Congress
and an outraged public, but then do
nothing.

I recently had the opportunity to
meet with Secretary of Defense James
Mattis. I found him to be engaging,
thoughtful, and committed to our
troops. Secretary Mattis is also a re-
tired marine.

Secretary Mattis, I hope that you are
deeply disturbed by what we are seeing
within the Corps. I hope that you are
listening to servicewomen like the one
whose private photos were posted in
the 2013 Facebook group.

One left the service in 2015, and says
that just knowing her pictures are still
out there has silenced her. She said: “‘I
wanted to be a positive influence on
the community. And this diminished
me. It took away everything.”

Secretary Mattis, this must change
now. I call on you to hold your leader-
ship accountable for these failures; to
establish a culture of dramatic change.
That means heads should roll.

Talk is cheap. Action is what is need-
ed for the integrity of the military.
Survivors must be supported. That will
only happen if those bad marines are
drummed out of the Corps, with no ex-
ceptions.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. R0OSs-
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST) for
5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because there have now recently
been at least 100 threats made against
more than 75 Jewish community cen-
ters across the country. These threats
and the recent vandalism of Jewish
cemeteries are despicable. I can prob-
ably find much more harsh language to
use, but we probably shouldn’t use it
here on the House floor.

Community centers of all faiths
should be places where people can find
peace and not feel targeted for their be-
liefs. As a nation, we have to dem-
onstrate that we will do everything
within our power to prevent future
threats and stop potential attacks.

One of my first acts as a new Member
of Congress was to join the bipartisan
task force to combat anti-Semitism. I
am sad that we even have to do this.
Our group works across the aisle to
combat global anti-Semitism. I have
also cosponsored the Combating Euro-
pean Anti-Semitism Act, which in-
structs the Secretary of State to track
anti-Semitism in Europe.

But it is clear from these attacks,
Madam Speaker, that we must also do
far more here at home to combat anti-
Semitism. In the coming days, I will be
working with my colleagues, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, to determine
the additional steps that we can take
to combat anti-Semitism in the United
States and keep our communities safe.

I make this encouragement. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to ask them-
selves one question: What if it were
their child’s elementary school? What
if it were their child’s daycare? What if
it were their child’s afterschool pro-
gram that had the threat of a bomb,
just like the one that took my own
legs?

———

RESIST APPEAL PROPOSAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak out
against the proposal offered by the Re-
publican majority to replace the Af-
fordable Care Act.

After nearly 7 years of repeal votes,
House Republicans finally released
their healthcare proposal on Monday.
Simply stated, this proposal is bad for
seniors, it is bad for the poor, and it is
bad for the sick. It costs more and of-
fers less. It raises cost on middle class
Americans while giving huge tax
breaks to the wealthy and to special
interests.

Madam Speaker, more than 12,000 of
my constituents receive financial as-
sistance to buy health insurance on the
exchange in the commercial market.
Almost all of them will get less help
under the Republican proposal.
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Why is that?

Because the proposed tax credits will
vary by age and income, which means
premiums will be unaffordable for the
low- to moderate-income families and
seniors. As premiums go up with
healthcare costs over time, these tax
credits don’t rise, making insurance
less affordable year after year.

Regarding the individual mandate,
while removing it may be politically
popular, experts who have studied this
expect premiums to increase 25 percent
when the individual mandate is elimi-
nated. When the employer mandate is
eliminated under the GOP proposal,
fewer employers will offer insurance to
their employees.

Furthermore, Madam Speaker, I am
opposed to the GOP proposal because it
will significantly raise healthcare
costs on individuals in their fifties and
sixties.

And why is that?

Because the plan will allow insurers
to charge them five times more than
younger policyholders. In fact, if you
are 60 years or older and making an av-
erage income, under the GOP proposal
your insurance bill will go up by $3,200
each year while you lose $6,000 in tax
credits and subsidies.

Madam Speaker, nearly 30,000 men,
women, and children in my district are
currently covered by the Medicaid ex-
pansion provisions of the Affordable
Care Act. Each of them now stands to
lose coverage if the Republican Con-
gress eliminates Maryland’s Medicaid
expansion. Even our Republican Gov-
ernor understands that much.

The GOP plan to so-called modernize
Medicaid essentially turns the program
into a block grant program that shifts
the costs to States. States simply can-
not afford that. As a result, we will
eventually see massive cuts to this
cost-efficient program.

This plan to turn Medicaid into a
block grant program would hurt the
working poor, children, seniors, and
people with disabilities that rely on
this program. This is wrong and dis-
graceful.

And why do Republicans want to cut
Medicaid, Madam Speaker?

I am not sure, but I do know they are
also proposing huge tax cuts for the
wealthy.

Under Monday’s midnight proposal,
we now see that the 400 wealthiest
households in America will receive an-
nual tax cuts of $7 million. The pro-
posal also includes a tax break for in-
surance companies that pay their CEOs
over half a million dollars a year.

Madam Speaker, the Republicans
kept this proposal under lock and key
for a reason. They scheduled a com-
mittee markup without a single hear-
ing or even a CBO score.

The American people and their Rep-
resentatives deserve to see the num-
bers. That means every Member of this
Congress needs to hear from the Con-
gressional Budget Office: How much
will it cost taxpayers? How will it im-
pact our hospitals and health centers?
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